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me; my money-bag was not sufficiently filled to permit
me to wait so long, and, much to my regret, I had to
give up the idea of traveling with him.
To go to Tankar we took a good bridle-path down
a valley which brought us to the Hsi-ning river at
Tou-pa? a small town about a mile to the east of Ch'en-
hai pyu. These two localities were important commercial
centers before the rebellion, but are now partly ruined,
and much of the trade has left them for Lusar and Lasa,
the latter a small town in a valley to the north of Ton-pa.
A short distance to the west of Ch'en-liai p'u1 we entered
a rocky gorge which extended all the way to Tankav,
some fifteen miles.
Tankar (TaM-ka^erh)* is a sub-prefecture (Ping), and the
most westerly frontier town in this part of Kan-su. It
commands the two roads to the Koko-nor: one going by
Sharakuto to the south, and known as the Nan-k'ou," South
Pass"; the other up the valley of the Hsi-ning river, called
the Chung k'ou, " Middle Pass." Its population of Chinese
and Tibetans is not over 10,000, exclusive of a garrison of
a nominal force of 200 men under a colonel (Hsieh-Pai).
During the rebellion of the Mohammedans it suffered
greatly, and it is said that nearly 10,000 of them were
killed by the imperial troops when it fell into their hands.
Since then no Mohammedan has been allowed to reside
in, or even to enter the city, unless a well-known and
responsible inhabitant has become his security. The
troublous times of the rebellion, and the rigorous meas-
1 This village is called Kuo-ja by    Dung kor, or Tang kor.   The name is
Tibetans and Mongols. At the mouth    not Chinese; it may be t'ang-mfaar
of the gorge is another village called    "fort (commanding) the steppe,".if
Tsamalun.                                            it is a Tibetan name, of which I am
2 Hue calls it Tang-keou-eul, and    not sure.     Sharakuto is seventy 7?
Prjevalsky calls it Tonkir or Don-    south of it.
kir.   Tibetans and Mongols name it